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On 20 August 2025, we were honoured to welcome Hon. Julius Migos Ogamba, Cabinet
Secretary for Education, Kenya, to icipe. This visit was a great opportunity to reflect on
the longstanding and wonderful relationship between icipe and the Government of  the
Republic of Kenya, our host country; our ongoing and strategic collaboration; icipe's
science, technology and innovation contribution to addressing development challenges in
agriculture, health and environmental sustainability in Kenya and beyond; and the impact
of the Partnership for Skills in Applied Sciences, Engineering and Technology – Regional
Scholarship and Innovation Fund (https://www.rsif-paset.org/), to which Kenya is
contributing, and icipe is the Regional Coordinating Unit. Read more | Watch Video

On 28 August 2025, we welcomed Julien Peissard, Deputy Regional Head of International
Cooperation for the Horn of Africa, and Magdaline Morijoi, Trade Officer, Science,
Innovation and Technology, Embassy of Switzerland to Kenya, Burundi, Eritrea, Rwanda,
Somalia and Uganda. For more than five decades, the Government of Switzerland,
through the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), has forged a
transformative partnership with icipe, rooted in science, driven by impact, and dedicated
to development priorities in Africa and beyond. Indeed, SDC holds the distinction of
being the top core funder of icipe, having provided such support consistently for 50
years. Read more

icipe is participating in the Africa Food Systems Forum Summit 2025, themed: “Africa’s
Youth: Leading Collaboration, Innovation and Implementation of Agri-Food Systems
Transformation,” being held in Dakar, Senegal from 31 August – 4 September 2025. icipe
is bringing a unique conversation to the Forum on a seemingly unusual, yet exciting
pairing: Youth and Insects. Our panel includes: Winnie Wambui (Kenya), Co-Founder,
Harcourt Agri-Eco Farm (black soldier fly farming and organic waste conversion
entrepreneur); Seid Zewdu (Ethiopia), youth partner and entrepreneur, Mass Youth
Employment in Apiculture (MaYEA) programme (being implemented by icipe, Mastercard
Foundation and partners in Ethiopia); and Rehemah Gwokyalya (Uganda), Postdoctoral
Scientist, icipe.  Together with AKADEMIYA 2063, Montpellier Panel and the African
Development Bank, we are  co-hosting a side event titled: NextGen Agri-Food Leaders:
Catalyzing Youth-Driven Transformation in Africa. With The Rockefeller Foundation, we
have an exhibition booth, showcasing our nature-positive, insect-based innovations.

For the second year running, icipe was honoured to host the IKEA Foundation
Ambassadors Hub. The programme aims to create awareness, engagement and pride
within the IKEA organisation about the work being undertaken by the IKEA Foundation
and partners, and to help amplify such initiatives. In 2022, IKEA Foundation and icipe
commenced a partnership to harness two of the Centre’s innovations: the vegetable
integrated push-pull technology, and black soldier fly farming, into a One Health package.
Through a unique format dubbed “Circle Station”, a visit to icipe, and interaction with an
icipe youth partner, we deliberated how the initiative is contributing to several
interconnected outcomes. These include food and nutritional security, novel income
generation and job creation opportunities especially for women and the youth, and
cleaner, healthier and more resilient environments.

On 11 – 13 August 2025, icipe, the Alliance of Bioversity and CIAT, and national
agricultural research systems from 15 African counties, held a ‘Reflection and
Interventions Alignment’ workshop, of the Building Equitable Climate-Resilient African
Bean & INsect Sectors (BRAINS) project, which is funded by Global Affairs Canada. The
meeting,  held in Kampala, Uganda, took stock of year 1 of the BRAINS project. The
forum also set Year 2 plans, which will integrate stronger private sector partnerships,
digital tools, refining gender equity strategies, tackling setbacks and boosting the beans,
beneficial insects, fruit trees synergy, while considering decarbonization. Read more

Between 27 and 29 August 2025, icipe in collaboration with the West and Central African
Council for Agricultural Research and Development) held the Accelerating Inclusive Green
Growth through Agri-based Digital Innovation in West Africa (AGriDI) project close-out
and dissemination workshop, in Diamniadio, Senegal. Hon. Mabouba Diagne, Minister of
Agriculture and Food Sovereignity, Senegal, officiated the event. The discussions focused
on digital technologies that enable data access for agri-based decision making;
knowledge and experience sharing on how data-driven decision making can improve
small and medium sized enterprises in agriculture; understanding of the policy landscape
for data access in the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) countries;
and opportunities for collaboration and networking among stakeholders for sustainability
of project outputs. Read more

(l-r): Dr Dan Masiga, Head, Global Health Platform, icipe; Dr Pamela Olet, Founding Director, Kenya Tsetse and
Trypanosomiasis Eradication Council (KENTTEC), Dr Grace Murila, former Centre Director, Kenya Agricultural &
Livestock Research Organization (KALRO) Biotechnology Research Institute, Prof. Joseph Ndungu, Regional
Director, Foundation for New Innovative Diagnostics (FIND), Kenya, and Chancellor, Jomo Kenyatta University of
Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT), and Dr Johnson Ouma, FIND Kenya.

On 8 August 2025, the World Health Organization (WHO) validated Kenya as having
eliminated human African trypanosomiasis (HAT) or sleeping sickness. This significant
achievement is due to sustained surveillance and control measures, with Kenya being the
10th country to eliminate HAT. This is the second declaration of elimination of neglected
tropical disease (NTD) in Kenya, after Guinea worm disease in 2018. icipe is recognised
as having contributed to this milestone through various innovations, including
development of tsetse traps and targets, to manage tsetse flies, which transmit that the
trypanosomes that cause HAT.

The Agribridge Network, initiated by Welthungerhilfe (WHH), and jointly hosted by
AKADEMIYA 2063, and supported by icipe, was launched recently in Senegal. The
initiative seeks to amplify the voices of African agrifood stakeholders by facilitating
dialogue with German policy makers; raise awareness of the critical role of political will
and action in achieving zero hunger; and advocate for the alignment of African agrifood
systems policies and German development policies with human rights, especially the
right to food, and demands and realities in Africa.

From 25 – 28 August 2025, Dr Mélanie Surchat, Programme Manager, International
Partnerships, Biovision Foundation for Ecological Development, Switzerland, visited icipe
for discussions on ongoing projects funded by the Foundation, being implemented in
Ethiopia. The initiatives include the “Scaling up integrated beekeeping development for
livelihood improvement, youth employment and landscape restoration”, project in the
Tigray Regional State; and the “Scaling up push–pull technology-driven on-farm crop
diversification within the maize-based farming system”, in Gurage Zone, Central Ethiopia
Regional State.

We are delighted to receive the news that just two months after a training session
facilitated by icipe and the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research
(ACIAR), a team from Food For All Africa, in partnership with BioDigital Tech, UK, has
launched the first digitally enabled black soldier farm in Ghana. Read more

The nematology research group of icipe and the International Institute of Tropical
Agriculture (IITA), and partners conducted Potato Cyst Nematode (PCN) Diagnostics
Training in Jimma, Ethiopia. The session was a vital step in building regional expertise to
tackle PCN, one of the most damaging potato pests worldwide.  It brought together
government officials, researchers and stakeholders to strengthen skills in sampling,
extraction, microscopy, and PCN identification. Read more

On 8 August 2025, the World Health Organization (WHO) validated Kenya as having
eliminated human African trypanosomiasis (HAT) or sleeping sickness. This significant
achievement is due to sustained surveillance and control measures, with Kenya being the
10th country to eliminate HAT and the second to eliminate a neglected tropical disease
(NTD) after Guinea worm disease in 2018. icipe was recognised as having contributed to
this milestone through various innovations, including traps and targets, to manage tsetse
flies, which transmit that the trypanosomes that cause HAT.

From 28 July –  7 August 2025, Bioinnovate Africa Programme and partners held a
Biobased Innovation and Entrepreneurship Bootcamp. Over 10 days, 20 researchers from
Burundi,  Chad, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia,  Ghana,  Kenya, Malawi,
 Rwanda,  Tanzania, Uganda,  Gained skills to bridge the gap between science and
business by refining their innovations into market-ready ventures. The grand finale was a
pitching session of their bio-solutions to investors and industry experts, where they
received feedback to power their ideas. Read more

Join us through a journey of a tapestry of voices, landscapes
and possibilities. Get a copy of our inaugural edition of the
icipe Spotlight magazine, a publication that is especially close
to our hearts. The magazine illuminates our scientific
breakthroughs and the lives they touch. While we celebrate
our contribution to the global knowledge hub, our deepest
fulfillment is in witnessing how the Centre’s knowledge and
innovations transform lives and foster resilience.
Read flipbook version | Download pdf

Position open: Head of Communications and External Affairs. icipe is seeking to appoint
an outstanding, dynamic and self-motivated individual to fill the position, which is tenable
in Nairobi, Kenya. A competitive and generous compensation package that includes
housing and transport allowances, education allowance, comprehensive health and life
insurance cover, and an offshore retirement package (all payable in US Dollars), will be
offered to the right candidate. Application details

Recently funded

Donor: International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
Project: Molecular and ecological insights into Glossina austeni: A multi-scale approach
to species, population dynamics and implications for tsetse fly management strategies
icipe team member: Fathiya Khamis

Donor: Wellcome Trust  
Project: Identification of Semio chemicals for the Effective and Environmentally Friendly
Control of Filth Flies, Vectors of Multi-Pathogens Impacting Humans(321318/Z/24/Z)
icipe team member: Bernard Steve Soh Baleba and Merid Getahun

Publicity - August 2025

Online media
Mentions: 160
Views: 270K

Social Media
Mentions: 297
Views: 24.5K

Linkedin
impressions:
80,770

Photo of the month

The icipe session at the African Food Systems Forum (#AFSF2025), on youth and insects
was so invigorating that our Director of Impact and Delivery, Dr Thomas Dubois (left),
couldn't help getting in on the action. He is pictured with our youth partner panelists (2nd
l-r) Rehemah Gwokyalya, Seid Zewdu and Winnie Wambui.

For more information contact: icipe@icipe.org
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