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On 15 July 2025, we were honoured to welcome Mr Christopher Ellinger (centre), Deputy
High Commissioner, Australian High Commission in Kenya, for the closing ceremony of a
landmark training on edible insects farming, for 10 delegates from Ghana (Food for All
Africa) and Nigeria (Lagos Food Bank). The occasion was also attended by Dr Leah
Ndung’u (3rd left), Regional Manager for Eastern and Southern Africa, Australian Centre
for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR), and Dr Abdou Tenkouano (4th left),
Director General, icipe. The training marked a milestone in the visions of ACIAR and icipe,
to expand proven climate-smart agricultural innovations to West Africa. Read more

We are incredibly delighted to share with you the
news that the jury of the Justus von Liebig Award
has decided to award the 2025 prize to Dr Sunday
Ekesi, icipe Deputy Director General, Research for
Development. Dr Ekesi is recognised for his
commitment and innovations in the field of
nutrition, which have been successful at multiple
levels. He will officially receive the award on 10
September 2025,  during the Tropentag conference
at the University of Bonn, Germany. Read more

Dr Tenkouano in conversation with Dr Mrs Chinyere Akujobi, the Permanent Secretary of the Federal
Ministry of Livestock Development, Nigeria.

On 21 – 22 July 2025, icipe Director General, Dr Abdou Tenkouano, participated in an
Expert Group Meeting that brought together representatives of various international and
national organizations, to discuss the implementation of the Nigeria Livestock Growth
Acceleration Strategy (NLGAS). The 10-year strategy is aimed at growing the livestock
sector significantly by 2035. Held in Abuja, Nigeria, the meeting was officially opened by
the country’s Honourable Minister of Livestock Development, Alhaji Idi Mukhtar Maiha.
The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry, Dr Mrs Chinyere Akujobi, delivered a welcome
address and outlined the 10 pillars of NLGAS and the need for an initial 5-year plan
building on existing initiatives. Alongside various national and international public and
private agencies, icipe will contribute to pillar 2: Animal Health and Zoonoses Control and
pillar 3: Feed and Fodder Development.

With a staff of about 400 from 24 countries from Africa and beyond, icipe amalgamates a
range of cultures. Each year, the icipe Scholars Association community holds a Cultural
Day, which has become an enthralling, rejuvenating and ‘must attend’ event for all. This
year’s Cultural Day was held on 25 July 2025, under the theme: “Science meets culture:
weaving innovation through diversity.” Our usually tranquil Campuses were transformed
into vibrant hubs of cultural expression, a mosaic of the beauty and creativity that reflects
the diverse heritage. Read more

Julius (2nd right) and Thomas (3rd right) with (l-r) Tom Viaene, Technology Transfer Team, VIB and IPBO
team: Laura Cortada, Senior Scientific Officer, Marc Heijde, Program Manager, Generose Nziguheba,
Senior Scientific Officer and Onesmus Mwaura, Junior Project Assistant.

Between 29 June – 4 July 2025 Dr Thomas Dubois, Director, Impact Delivery; and Dr
Julius Ecuru, Manager, Manager, Research, Innovation Coordination Units (RICU), were in
Belgium for meetings with various partners. Dr Dubois visited the Directorate-General for
International Partnerships (DG INTPA) of the European Commission, and met with
 Christophe Larose, Head of Sector: Sustainable Agriculture, DEVCO C1, DG INTPA;
Marion Michaud, Policy Analyst; and Etienne Coyette, Policy Officer. Dr Dubois and Dr
Ecuru visited Ghent University to discuss ongoing collaborations. The discussions
focused on UGent as Regional Scholarship and Innovation Fund (Rsif), International
Partner Institution (IPI), and lessons from the University’s innovation ecosystem.
The icipe team met an extensive network, including Mieke Van Herreweghe, Vice-Rector,
UGent; Christine Durinx, Director Flemish Institute for Biotechnology (VIB); and Marc Van
Montagu, Founder, International Plant Biotechnology Outreach IPBO, and 2013 World
Food Prize Laureate; as well as colleagues from Aphea.Bio and Rainbow Crops.

On 4 – 5 July 2025, we held the Annual Meeting of Accelerate One Health project Arba
Minch, Ethiopia. Supported by the Swedish International Development Cooperation
Agency (Sida), and launched in February 2024, the project aims to strengthen multi-
sectoral partnerships; address insect-related health challenges through surveillance and
forecasting; understand drivers of the spread of invasive pests and develop management
tools; and generate evidence to inform policy and build capacity at all levels. Highlights of
the meeting included release of a beetle, Zygogramma bicolorata, which naturally
controls Parthenium, a highly destructive weed, and the official opening the newly
established biological control agents rearing facility at the Arba Minch Plant Health Clinic.
Read more

icipe participated part in the 24th Congress of the Entomological Society of Southern
Africa (ESSA XXIV 2025), held between 8 – 11 July 2025 at University of the Free State,
South Africa, under the theme; ‘Insect Science’. Dr Subramanian Sevgan, Principal
Scientist and Head, Environmental Health, icipe gave the keynote address on insect-
based ecosystem services for One Health in Africa. Several colleagues made plenary
presentation, primarily on outputs from the icipe Vegetable Integrated Push-Pull and
Black Soldier Fly Farming project, funded by IKEA Foundation. Read more

Through the “Building Equitable Climate Resilient African Bean and Insect Sectors
(BRAINS)” project, we recently conduted training for 30 participants from national
agricultural research systems (NARS) and universities, representing 15 countries across
Africa. Funded by Global Affairs Canada, and coordinated by the Alliance of Bioversity
International and CIAT, and icipe, BRAINS aims to develop low carbon, climate resilient
systems, that are favourable to women and the youth, using bean, fruit trees and
beneficial insects farming and business enterprises. Read more

icipe participated in the AGX UNconference, held on 24 – 25 July 2025 in Nairobi, Kenya.
Themed: “Digital infrastructure and intelligence for a more efficient agricultural future”, the
event explored the complexity of leveraging AI and DPI to strengthen farmer-centered
advisory services in Africa. Our session drew on lessons from the AgriPath Project and
highlighted the need for: context-specific and inclusive design, gender-responsive and
scalable delivery models; and human-AI complementarity, not replacement. Read more

A delegation from the Papua New Guinea Inland Aqua Culture Research Project,
supported by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR), visited
icipe to learn about our insect-based innovations, focusing on black soldier fly farming,
and the nutritional value of the insect in fish feeds. Read more | Read more 2

Through an agreement signed in 2021, the government of Mozambique, through its World
Bank-funded project on ‘Improvement for Skills Development in Mozambique
(MozSkills)’, is investing USD 6 million in the icipe-managed, Partnership for skills in
Applied Sciences, Engineering and Technology – Regional Scholarship and Innovation
Fund (PASET-Rsif). Of the amount, USD 4.2 million is funding 40 Rsif PhD scholarships,
while USD 1.8 million is dedicated to supporting 14 research and innovation projects 
implemented by Mozambican higher education institutions. During a recent visit,
an icipe team witnessed firsthand the progress being made through MozSkills. One
stand-out example is the IETUPUNGUE Project at Universidade Púnguè
(UniPúnguè), which aims to strengthen the innovation ecosystem within Mozambican
higher education. Read more

On 23 July 2023, Dr Julius Ecuru, Head, icipe RICU, spoke at the Bioeconomy Talk (BET)
for Sustainable Food and Agriculture, a virtual series organised by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). The talks aim to advance the
bioeconomy in the Asia-Pacific region by fostering knowledge exchange on
bioinnovations that increase resource use efficiency, improve environmental outcomes in
agrifood systems and reduce pollution. Using examples of practical experiences and
emerging opportunities for bioeconomy in Africa, Dr Ecuru proposed how to build a
compelling business case for the bioeconomy – one that recognizes profitability as well
as the broader environmental and social dimensions. Read more

Recently funded

Donor: Minister of Europe and Foreign Affairs (MEAE), France
Project: Building Socio-Ecologically Balanced Landscapes in the Kakamega Forest (FEF
Kakamega)
icipe team members: Fabrice Requier, Subramanian Sevgan, Beatrice Nganso, Kiatoko
Nkoba

Publicity - Q2 (April -June 2025)

Online media
Mentions: 149
Views: 485.5K

Social Media
Mentions: 806
Views: 552.8K

Linkedin
impressions:
184,030

Publicity - July 2025

Online media
Mentions: 24
Views: 39.3K

Social Media
Mentions: 281
Views: 27.4K

Linkedin
impressions:
84,458

Insect of the month
Hamma sp. (Hemiptera: Auchenorrhyncha: Membracidae)

On 1 June 2025 commemorated the World Parenting Day. We reflect on the incredibly
diverse insect parenting behaviour, ranging from simple egg guarding to complex social
structures involving provisioning and brood care. For example, females of many
membracid species (commonly known as tree hoppers) guard their eggs by sitting on
them, making it physically impossible for egg parasitoids to inject their eggs into them.
After hatching, larvae communicate with their mother and siblings by shaking their
bodies to announce the discovery of a good source of food or to warn of the presence of
potential enemies. Read more

Video of the month  – icipe Cultural Day 2025

For more information contact: icipe@icipe.org
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