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The African Union and the African Organisation for Standardisation (ARSO), with the support of
icipe, have launched two major documents: the Continental Position Paper on edible insects
farming and derived products in Africa; and the Policy Framework to promote investment and
trade in edible insects farming and derived products in Africa.

We congratulate the West Africa Centre for Crop Improvement (WACCI) at the University
of Ghana, for hosting a major scientific symposium, on 26 June 2025, in honour of the
Day of Scientific Renaissance of Africa (DSRA). icipe Director General, Dr Abdou
Tenkouano, gave the closing remarks. Read more

The development of the icipe Vision and Strategy 2026-2030 is progressing steadily. In
this process, we have been fortunate to retreat to the icipe Thomas Ohiambo Campus, a
tranquil spot in Mbita Point, on the shores of Lake Victoria. We have held three highly
productive retreats - most recently from 9 to 11 June 2025. We look forward to sharing
the Strategy with you  soon.

On 11 May 2025, we were honoured to welcome Ambassador Josphat K. Maikara, Chief
of Protocol, accompanied by Mr Timothy Mwalimu, Assistant Director, Ministry of Foreign
and Diaspora Affairs, Republic of Kenya, on a courtesy call to our Duduville Campus. It
was a pleasure to take our esteemed visitors on a tour of our insect-based solutions and
innovations. Slideshow

We had the pleasure of welcoming Dr Annah Okello (4th left), Research Program Manager
for Livestock Systems, Australian Centre for International Agriculture (ACIAR), along with
Dr Leah Ndung’u (3rd right), Regional Manager for Eastern and Southern Africa. Our
discussions centred on ongoing and future partnerships.

On 27 June 2025, we held the Programme Steering Committee of the ‘Building Equitable
Climate-Resilient African Bean & INsect Sectors (BRAINS)’ project, funded by Global
Affairs Canada, and implemented by icipe and the Alliance of Bioversity and CIAT. It was
an honour to welcome all partners for insightful discussions. We were most grateful for
the presence of Ms Alicia Sosa (4th left), Project Officer in the Office of the Canadian
Commissioner to Kenya.

We owe our children a healthy environment. Hence, on 5 June 2025, icipe
commemorated the World Environment Day with junior secondary learners from the NICA
Founders Academy, neighbouring our Duduville Campus in Nairobi. We aimed to inspire
this next generation of environmental champions, by kindling their inquisitiveness and
awareness on environment and the need to document and conserve it. Read more

From 5 – 6 June 2025, we participated in the Global Symposium on Insects for Food,
Feed and Food Security in Africa (GIFA 2025), held in Kampala, Uganda. Dr Chrysantus
Tanga, Head, Insects for Food, Feed and Other Uses (INSEFF) programme, gave a
keynote address on the advances and lessons in edible insect farming. Dr Dennis
Beesigamukama, Postdoctoral Fellow, INSEFF, made a presentation on insects and
improved soil health and crop production. Read more

In the vibrant agricultural landscapes of Tanzania’s Mara Region, farmers across the
districts of Bunda, Butiama and Tarime are witnessing firsthand how sustainable
innovations can transform their fields. Supported by UPSCALE, a H2020 research and
innovation project, with icipe as part of the consortium, and led by the Tanzania
Agricultural Research Institute (TARI) Ukiriguru, this region has become a living laboratory
for the community-led adoption of push-pull technology. Read more

We participated in the Rwanda National Agricultural Show held from 18 - 27 June 2025,
and contribute to the theme of ‘Leveraging Innovation and Investment for Building
Resilient and Sustainable Agri-Food Systems,’ by showcasing and awareness of our
insect-based nature positive innovations.

The Institute of Ethiopian Standards (IES), with the support of icipe, under the Mass
Youth Employment in Apiculture (MaYEA) programme, has initiated a comprehensive
systematic revision of Ethiopia’s honey and hive product standards, to harmonize with
global benchmarks set by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO). The
MaYEA programme was launched in 2023, as a partnership with the Mastercard
Foundation and several collaborators in Ethiopia. Read more

The Regional Scholarship and Innovation Fund of the Partnership for Skills in Applied
Sciences, Engineering and Technology (Rsif-Paset), which is managed by icipe, took part
in the Kenya High-Level Policy Dialogue on Higher Education and Skills Development. Dr
Everlyn Nguku, Head, icipe Capacity Building and Institutional Development, gave the
opening remarks highlighting the importance of strategic partnerships and capacity
building in transforming Africa’s higher education systems. Read more

icipe was honoured to participate in a symposium on ‘Insects, Inspiration and Impact’,
held at Wageningen University, The Netherlands, to celebrate the career and legacy
of Marcel Dicke, Professor of Entomology. In a presentation titled "Advancing insect
innovations for sustainable agriculture: tiny creatures, transformative impact”, Dr
Shaphan Y. Chia, an icipe Scientist, highlighted the importance of insect science in
agricultural sustainability. Read more

Dr Beatrice Muriithi, icipe Gender and Impact Assessment Expert, made a keynote
address at the First Socio-Economic Conference and Exhibition of the Kenya Agricultural
and Livestock Research Organization (KALRO). Drawing on icipe’s experience, she spoke
about: ‘Scaling Up Sustainable Technologies to Strengthen Agri-Food Systems
Resilience: Research Insights from Sub-Saharan Africa’. Read more

Our team conducted intensive training on potato cyst nematodes (PCN) for seed
inspectors, research officers, lab technicians and university students in Zimbabwe.
Through hands-on sessions and expert-led discussions, participants gained critical skills
in PCN identification, sampling protocols, and management strategies, key to
safeguarding Zimbabwe's potato industry and enhancing food security. Read more

In partnership with Elephant Vert (formerly Kenya Biologics) and the Tanzania Agricultural
Research Institute (TARI), we are collaborating with agrovet dealers to ensure that
integrated pest management innovations, including lynfield traps; fruit fly and false
codling moth lures, protein baits and biopesticides, are readily accessible to farmers.
These efforts are supported by BMZ through GIZ, and Global Affairs Canada, through the
BRAINS Project, implemented by icipe and the Alliance of Bioversity International and
CIAT. Read more

“This is a global village,” … “We are all interconnected, interdependent, interlinked.”

In an article titled: “Why food safety depends on every link in the supply chain”, Danielle
Nierenberg, researcher and writer on global food systems, recalls these thoughts from a
previous conversation with icipe Director General, Dr Abdou Tenkouano. Read more

In the first-ever large-scale study in Africa, icipe researchers in collaboration with national
and global partners, have found out that losses of managed honeybee colonies in the
continent are far more significant than previously assumed. In Africa, colony loss results
from bees migrating from hives due to environmental or hive conditions, often seeking
survival elsewhere. This contrasts with other regions like Europe or North America, where
colony losses usually indicate death of the bees. The findings of the research, published
recently in PLOS ONE, show that the beekeepers registered an overall loss rate of 21.3%,
about one fifth of their colonies, during the active beekeeping season, from 1 September
2022 to 30 June 2023. Read more

Tiem van der Deure, a PhD student (University of Copenhagen, Denmark), in the
PREPARE4VBD project, in which icipe is a partner, recently spent three months at our
Centre. Tiem conducted research on how climate change might affect the spread of
vector-borne diseases like malaria and schistosomiasis. Read blog

Recently funded

Donor: Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) through CIRAD, the French agricultural
research and cooperation organisation
Project: Support on species distribution modelling of African Animal Trypanosomosis
(AAT)
icipe team member: Elfatih AbdelRahman

Donor: Bezos Earth Fund through the International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT)
Project: Using genetic diversity to capture carbon through deep root systems in tropical
soils
icipe team member: Frank Chidawanyika

Donor: Carnegie Corporation of New York
Project: Strengthening doctoral and postdoctoral training in applied science, engineering
and technology in Africa
icipe team members: Everlyn Nguku, Julius Ecuru
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Insect of the month

We spotted this dragon fly (Orthetrum brachiale), known as the banded, tough or
strong skimmer, resting on an aloe vera leaf at our icipe Thomas Odhiambo Campus.
Dragon flies are a powerful metaphor of change, transformation and self-realisation.
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