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On 10 December 2025, we were most delighted to welcome Ruth Davis OBE (left), UK
Special Representative for Nature, who reflected with us on the potential of an arthropod-
based bioeconomy, and the leadership role of icipe. We gratefully acknowledge the
presence of Jack Ogden, Private Office of the UK Special Representative for Nature, and
Fiona Napier, Senior Adviser, NatureFinance, during the visit. Slideshow

On 1 December 2025, Dr Abdou Tenkouano (second right), icipe Director General, and Dr
Thomas Dubois(left), Director of Impact Delivery, visited the International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD), where they met with Fenton Beed (second left), IFAD
Chief agronomist and Amine Belhamissi (right), Technical Specialist in the Agricultural
Research for Development (AR4D) unit. They briefed our partners on the icipe Vision and
strategy 2026 – 2030, and presented a seminar titled: ‘Insects for IFAD: icipe’s
bioeconomy and pest management solutions’.

On 1 December 2025, we welcomed Prof. Tobias Bonhoeffer (left), Advisor to the
President of Max Planck Society (MPS) Africa Programme, accompanied by Dr Andrea
Rottach (second left), from the administrative headquarters. The visit was in advance of a
tour of selected African countries, planned of 2026, by the President of the Max Planck
Society, to establish new research bonds with partners. The visitors are pictured listening
to Dr Shaphan Chia (right) as he explains aspects of icipe’s research and innovations for
insect-based enterprises.

On 4 December 2025, we were pleased to welcome a delegation from the Australian
Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR)–led, Africa–Australia Partnership
for Climate Responsive Agriculture (AAPCRA) for a meeting on black soldier fly farming
and a tour of our laboratories. The delegation included Zita Ritchie, Research Program
Manager; Fiona Wyborn, Program Manager; and Raymond Wekem Avatim, Ghana
AAPCRA Initiative Manager; and was accompanied by Dr Leah Ndung’u, Regional
Manager, ACIAR.

On 12 December 2025, icipe in partnership with the Ministry of Agriculture, Ethiopia, have
officially launched the national Apiculture Production Management Information System
(APMIS). This is a major milestone for Ethiopia’s beekeeping sector, providing the first
digital platform for centralized data collection, analysis and reporting.

H.E. Dr Fikru Regassa, State Minister for Livestock and Fisheries Resources at the Ministry of
Agriculture, Ethiopia, addressing participants during the launch of APMIS.

On 5 December 2025, we convened the End-of-Project Meeting of the Integrated
Sustainable Production of Tomatoes (ISPOT) initiative. Supported by the Biovision
Foundation for Ecological Development, Switzerland, the project used the control of the
tomato leafminer as an entry point to develop a practical toolkit for safe, sustainable
production and a resilient value chain for one of Africa’s most important crops.

Between 14 and 16 December 2025, the Accelerate One Health project funded by the
Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), held a stakeholder
training workshop on the management of the invasive Parthenium weed and
leishmaniasis, a neglected tropical disease, and on gender integration in One Health for
agrifood systems transformation.

The Annual Basic Crash Course in Nematology (BCCN), jointly organised by icipe and
IITA under the VLIR-UOS ICP Nematology 2022–2027 programme, was held from 1–12
December 2025. It brought together 16 technicians and national plant protection officers
from several African countries, who were trained by six MSc students from the
IMaNema programme of Ghent University, through the Kenya Track Option coordinated
by icipe and IITA.

To strengthen our internal capacity, from 15–16 December 2025, we held a workshop on
Research Regulatory Compliance, Intellectual Property (IP) Governance and
Commercialization, led by our Legal and Compliance Unit in collaboration with the
Regional Scholarship and Innovation Fund (Rsif). Read more

In a blog to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the Paris Agreement, the French
Embassy in Kenya recognizes icipe’s partnership in working for a greener planet. An
example is ongoing collaboration through the recently launched “Building Socio-
Ecologically Balanced Landscapes in Kakamega Forest, Kenya” (FEF-Kakamega), which
combines cutting-edge research while engaging youth and local communities to protect
the last tropical rainforest in Kenya. Read more

We celebrate Faith Nyamu, icipe Research Officer and key insect rearing trainer, for being
recognised as the Best Teacher, during the ACIAR Communication Workshop, facilitated
by WREN Media on 15 December 2025, in Nairobi, Kenya.

Congratulations to Dr Sevgan Subramanian (left) for being awarded the prestigious Prof.
T. N. Ananthakrishnan Award for Senior Entomologists by the Entomological Society of
India, at a ceremony on 15 December 2025.

Recently funded

Donor: Biovision Foundation for Ecological Development, Switzerland
Project title: Scaling push-pull in Ethiopia (PHASE 3)
icipe staff: Tadele Tefera
Collaborators: Institute of Sustainable Development (ISD)

Donor: Biovision Foundation for Ecological Development, Switzerland
Project title: Leveraging Co-benefits of Push-Pull Technology through Community Level
Integration (Push-Pull PLUS)
icipe staff: Amanuel Tamiru
Collaborators: Alliance of Bioversity and CIAT and Biovision Africa Trust

Publicity - November 2025

Online media
Mentions: 4
Views: 11.5K

Social Media
Mentions: 78
Views: 7.03K

Linkedin
impressions:
33,337

Photo of the month

A cross-section of icipe staff pictured during our end-of-year event.
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