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icipe was honoured to welcome Inger Brodal, Senior Advisor, Food Section, and
Helga Torskenæs, Senior Advisor, Education and Research, Norad. Read more about
icipe’s partnership with Norad. Slideshow of the visit

We are almost there... The launch of the icipe Vision & Strategy 2026 – 2030 is
scheduled for 21 November 2025. We recently held our fourth retreat, this time
focusing on the implementation plan. The development of the Strategy has been a
fantastic, revealing journey, and we thank all colleagues, partners, collaborators and
stakeholders for inspiration, insights, inputs and thought-provoking suggestions. We
look forward to your partnership, as we accelerate our efforts to sustainably
transforming lives with insect science.

An icipe delegation, led by the Director General (DG), Dr Abdou Tenkouano, participated
in the Agricultural Innovations and Technologies Market (MITA) 2025, organised by our
partner, West and Central African Council for Agricultural Research and Development
(CORAF), around the theme: "Facilitating access to agricultural technologies and
innovations for integrated soil management". Held in Bamako, Mali, from 20 – 24 October
2025, the event was well attended, including high-level representation of the Government
of Mali, and several African countries. Dr Chrysantus Tanga, Head, Insects for Food,
Feed and Other Uses (INSEFF), made a presentation on regenerative insect frass fertiliser
for improved soil health and crop production. icipe also had an exhibition booth, where
we demonstrated how insect-based, nature positive innovations are transforming soil
health, closing nutrient cycles and promoting sustainable agrifood systems across Africa.

icipe DG, Dr Abdou Tenkouano, delivered a keynote speech at the 4th African Plant
Breeders Association (APBA) Conference 2025, held in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe,
under the theme: “Winning the race against food insecurity, malnutrition, and climate
change through genetic innovation”. He highlighted the importance of considering the
needs of local communities in breeding to ensure technologies are effective and
impactful. Read more

On Friday 3 October 2025, in a vibrant, elegant ceremony accented with Maasai
culture, icipe officially handed over a new greenhouse for the production of healthy
seedlings, to the Narok Tomato Cooperative Society in Narosura village, Narok
County, Kenya. Located just north of the world-famous Maasai Mara National
Reserve, the village is one of the most important tomato production hubs in the
country. The greenhouse, set up in partnership with Biovision Foundation for
Ecological Development, Switzerland, has the capacity to produce 130,000 seedlings
of tomato and other horticultural crops, which will reach thousands of farmers. Read
more

Dr Ekesi pictured with his TWAS Award, with Quarraisha Abdool Karim, President of TWAS, South
Africa (Photo: Mario Marques)

Dr Sunday Ekesi, Deputy Director General, Research for Development (DDG-R4D),
officially received the TWAS – The World Academy of Sciences Award in Agricultural
Sciences, during the 17th TWAS Annual General Conference, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
from 29 September to 2 October 2025. He was also inducted as a TWAS Fellow. In
addition, Dr Ekesi has been appointed a Trustee of Biovision Africa Trust (BvAT), and
as Board Director, International Plant Protection Organization (IPPCO).

Dr Sunday Ekesi (left) Deputy Director General, Research for Development (DDG-R4D), and Dr
Samira Mohamed (right), Head, Plant Health Theme, visited the Brazilian Agricultural Research
Corporation (Embrapa), and held discussions on collaboration within the biological control the
red palm weevil, Rhynchophorus ferrugineus. They are pictured with Dr Adenir Teodoro (centre),
Researcher, Embrapa.

From 29 October – 3 November 2025, Prof. Jeffery K. Tomberlin (third left), AgriLife
Research Fellow, Presidential Impact Fellow, Texas A & M University, USA; Prof. Eric
Benbow (extreme right), Global Scholar, Department of Entomology, Michigan State
University, USA; and Dr Deborah Amulen (second left), Senior Lecturer and Dr Patrick
Vudriko (not in the picture), Senior Lecturer, Makerere University, Uganda, visited
icipe, to explore potential collaboration with the INSEFF Programme. The team also
toured icipe-supported black soldier fly enterprises. In addition, we discussed the
possibility of establishing the Africa-USA consortium to scale edible insect innovations
across the continent and beyond. Prof. Tomberlin and Prof. Benbow also presented
lectures titled: “The story of the black soldier fly: Bridging basic and applied sciences
results in unique opportunities to protect global resources”; and “Insect-microbe
community interactions during decomposition: Ecology and applications”, respectively.
The visitors are pictured with: icipe DG, Abdou Tenkouano (third right); Chrysantus
Tanga (second right), Head, INSEFF; and Dennis Beesigamukama (left), Postdoctoral
Fellow, INSEFF.

Dr King presenting the IIE Century Medal to the DG of icipe, in recognition of the Centre role in hosting
IIE-SRF fellows from across Africa.

Dr James Robin King (centre), Director, Institute of International Education – Scholar
Rescue Fund (IIE-SRF) visited icipe. The Centre currently hosts two IIE-SRF fellows:
Felicitas Ambele (left), an agricultural entomologist from Cameroon, who is studying the
role and management of insects within agricultural ecosystems, to improve food security
in sub-Saharan Africa; and Iman Dawelbeit (right) from Sudan who has expertise in
medical entomology and public health. Our recent discussions centred on the progress
of the fellows, prospects for new opportunities, a partnership between icipe, IIE-SRF
and Cornell University, USA, to co-host fellows. He also presented the IIE Century
Medal to icipe, and gave a lecture on “IIE’s scholar rescue fund: Responding to
unpresented number of threats to academics globally”.

Dr Amanuel Tamiru (left), Head, icipe Push-Pull Programme and EU-UPSCALE Country Coordinator
(left), Prof Dr. Emily Poppenborg Martin (centre), Justus Liebig University of Gießen, Germany, and EU-
UPSCALE Project coordinator, and Dr Antti Autio from UniPID, University of Jyväskylä, Finland, at the
Push-Pull PLUS booth.

On 23 October 2025, icipe participated in an Innovation Fair organized by the Africa-Europe
Innovation Platform, in Brussels, Belgium. The event brought together leading actors from
European, African and Mediterranean innovation ecosystems, highlighting impactful solutions
with strong potential for market uptake and societal benefit. We showcased the ‘Push-Pull
Plus’ technology, through the UPSCALE project, a H2020 initiative that aims to help realize
the transformative potential of the technology. Read more

Dickens Nyagol (left) and Samuel Ogaji (right), both Research Assistants, icipe, receiving an
award on behalf of the Centre from Zachary Winam, representative of the Kendu Bay, Western
Kenya, County departments of Agriculture, Livestock and Blue Economy.

In recognition of World Food Day, commemorated on 16 October 2025, icipe held a range
of activities. In Kenya, we took part in the Lake Region Economic Bloc Summit, themed
'Investing in Climate Solutions and Agri-Exbo', held in Kakamega county, Western Kenya.
The team of the “Scaling up black soldier fly farming and integrated vegetable push-pull
farming” project participated in the National World Food Day, in Kendu Bay, western
Kenya. Funded by the IKEA Foundation, the project aims to achieve regenerative
agriculture and rural transformation in Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda. The initiative was
recognized as the most relevant to the theme: “Hand in Hand for Better Foods and a
Better Future”. In Ethiopia, the team of the Mass Youth Employment in Apiculture
(MaYEA) programme, a partnership of icipe, the Mastercard Foundation, and several
Ethiopian national agencies, was involved in several activities to enhance integrated
beekeeping, including its impact on agrifood systems transformation.

icipe participated in the biennial CGIAR
Gender Conference, held from 7-9 October
2025 in Cape Town, South Africa, under the
theme: 'Accelerating equality in food, land,
and water systems: Driving solutions through
evidence and learning.' We were represented
by Beatrice Muriithi, Scientist, Gender and
Impact Assessment, who spoke on Advancing
Gender-Responsive Plant Protection Policies
in Kenya.

On 15 October 2025, International Day of Rural Women, we
celebrated the millions of women across Africa who
collaborate with us. icipe’s research has provided evidence
for empowering women by promoting inclusion through
training, reduced domestic burdens and improved finances.
Further strategies include encouraging mobility, group
participation and shifts in gender norms within households
and communities. Fostering equal decision-making and
women’s engagement in agricultural and marketing groups,
and integrating gender expertise, enhances equitable
access to agricultural technologies. Read more

After three years of implementation, we are conducting the dissemination and closure
meetings of the Agroecological Innovations for Smallholder Pest Management (EcoPM)
project. Supported through the Fund for the Promotion of Innovation in Agriculture (i4Ag),
implemented by GIZ on behalf of BMZ, the project has upscaled icipe’s integrated pest
management package for the fall armyworm in Malawi, Uganda and Zambia. The
discussions, which involve the GIZ team, farmer representatives, policymakers, national
agricultural research institutions, media, seed companies, NGOs, local agencies,
regulators and private sector, will shape the strategic scaling of gains.

“We need solutions, fast, and many of the best ones can be found in the communities
most affected, Our partner, icipe, is a great example. They use insect science to support
sustainable development, ensure food security and improve the overall health of
communities in East Africa,” writes Ms Jessica Anderen (brown shirt), CEO, IKEA
Foundation, in a blog on her recent visit to our Centre. Read more

Through the MaYEA programme, icipe participated in the 10th African Livestock Exhibition
and Congress and the 5th Apiculture and Aquaculture Expo, held from 30 October – 1
November 2025, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The youth partners and input suppliers
showcased honey and hive products, and beekeeping inputs and accessories.

Based on an agreement signed in 2021, the Government of Mozambique, through its
World Bank-funded project on ‘Improvement for Skills Development in Mozambique
(MozSkills)’, has invested USD 6 million in Regional Scholarship and Innovation Fund
(Rsif). As the MozSkills projects near completion, five Mozambican higher education
and research institutions participating in the MozSkills Project, visited icipe – in the
Centre’s capacity as the Regional Coordination Unit of Rsif – on a learning visit. The
aim was to inspire sustainable policies and institutional frameworks that will ensure
the long-term impact of research and innovation in  Mozambique.

The icipe series are the flagship spaces for vibrant discourse of icipe. Series 15, held
on featured two engaging topics: 'Research, outreach, dissemination and scaling
continuum for impact', by Dr Takemore Chagomoka; and 'Sustainable livestock at the
time of climate change, by Dr Merid Getahun. For more information on any of these
topics, or on how to participate in the events, please contact us icipe@icipe.org

Dr Julius Ecuru, Manager, Research
Innovation Coordination Units (RICU), has
been appointed to the Advisory Committee of
the Welthungerhilfe (WHH), one of the
largest private aid agencies in Germany.

icipe congratulates the International Association of Research Scholars and Fellows
(IARSAF) of the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA), for successfully co-
convening the 28th Annual Symposium, held from 28 – 31 October 2025. The event,
simultaneously held at the IITA headquarters in Ibadan, Nigeria, and at the icipe Duduville
Campus, Nairobi, Kenya, brought together innovative minds in agriculture, science, and
technology under the theme: “Science and systems thinking driving climate resilience and
nutrition transformation in African Food Systems.icipe helped to organise the event, our
scholars made presentations, while Dr Bonoukpoè Mawuko Sokame (front row, centre),
Scientist, Integrated Data and Analytics Platform, gave a keynote address titled: “Systems
thinking for climate-resilient and nutrition-sensitive food systems in Africa”.

Are you interested in a
step-by-step guide on
black soldier fly
farming?

We are pleased to
announce  that the first
Android version of our
mobile application
DuduFarm Hub is now
live on the Google Play
Store.

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate


