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Prof. Hervé Vanderschuren (right), from KU Leuven, Belgium, is pictured with Dr Samira
Mohamed, Head, icipe Plant Health Theme. He visited the Centre from 27-28 January
2026 to learn about our research activities, discuss areas of mutual interest, and also
delivered a seminar on advancing knowledge at the soil-plant-insect-virus interface in
tropical agrosystems using cutting-edge technologies.

On 22 January 2026, we welcomed Dr Daniele Alberoni (3rd left), Researcher, Department
of Agro-Food Sciences and Technologies, University of Bologna, Italy, for discussions on
potential collaboration with icipe and various African institutions, particularly in research
on honey bee nutrition, microbiology, bee health and capacity building. This visit aligns
with our efforts to strengthen Africa-Europe scientific partnerships in pollinator research.
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On 21 January 2026, the team of the Building_Equitable Climate-Resilient African
Bean and INsect Sector (BRAINS) project, which is funded by Global Affairs Canada
(GAC), conducted a series of learning and knowledge exchange field visits for Ms
Emelina Murrure (right), Canada High Commission, Mozambique, accompanied by Ms
Alicia Sosa (second left), GAC Project Officer, Canadian High Commission, Nairobi, and
Helen Oriaro (second right), Senior International Assistance Officer, Pan-Africa, GAC.
They are pictured in discussions with Mr David Karanja (left), National Grain Legume
Coordinator, Kenya Agriculture and Livestock Organisation (KALRO), a key partner of the

BRAINS project.

icipe is honoured to have contributed to the AKADEMIYA2063, Regional Strategic
Analysis and Knowledge Support System (ReSAKSS) Annual Trends and Outlook (ATOR
2025) report. The Centre’s team authored two chapters and provided editorial support.
We also participated in the ReSAKSS Conference, convened on 20 — 22 January 2026 by
AKADEMIYA2063 to launch the report, under the theme “Moving the Technology
Frontiers in African Agrifood Systems”. icipe Director General, Dr Abdou Tenkouano,
contributed to a Roundtable session on 'Emerging technology pathways and regional
lessons’. Read more
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On 14 January 2026, 123 farmers (70 women and 53 men, including 15 youth), graduated
after completing a season-long programme through Farmers Field and Business Schools
organised by the SPARK-SRA project, in Kwale County, South Coast, Kenya. Funded by
the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR), the project is
generating research-based evidence to guide the community’s transition from mine
dependence to climate-smart, market-oriented agribusiness livelihoods. icipe is the lead
partner, collaborating with Kenya Agricultural and Livestock Research Organization
(KALRO) and Pwani University, Kenya.
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Through the Mass Youth Employment in Apiculture Programme (MaYEA),
implemented in partnership with the Mastercard Foundation, several institutions including
ORDA Ethiopia, International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR), Bees for
Development Ethiopia (BfDE), PHE Ethiopia Consortium and icipe, are promoting youth
employment across the honey value chain in Ethiopia. Watch video
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The AgriPath project, in which icipe is a partner, has developed a Scaling Framework for
Digital Agricultural Advisory Services. For an introduction on the functions of the
Framework, Watch Video
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icipe, CIRAD and Facilité IG, in collaboration with Mariashoni Community Development
(MACODEYV CBO), have developed a strong pathway towards the Geographical
Indication (Gl)_of honey produced in the Mau Forest Complex, in Kenya’s Rift Valley.
Our scientific characterisation studies have confirmed the exceptional qualities of the
honey. These results provide the necessary support for a Gl to position the honey in

premium markets, increase beekeepers and promote sustainable forest stewardship.

Read more
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Two icipe scientists, Elfatih Abdel-Rahman and Komi Mensah Agboka, were recently
interviewed on Scidev.Net’s Africa Science Focus Podcast, on the use of Artificial
Intelligence to assess and mitigate the risks and impact of climate change on crop pests
— their survival, spread, as well as crop destruction and losses. Listen to Podcast
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Recently funded

Donor: United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), through the Secretariats of the
Basel Convention (SBC) and Stockholm Convention on Persistent Pollutants (SSC)
Project title: Regional workshop on the Basel Convention and Stockholm Convention
national reporting in the African region

icipe staff: Dr Subramanian Sevgan
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Publicity - January 2026

Online media Social Media Linkedin
Mentions: 16 Mentions: 238 impressions:
Views: 9.9K Views: 35.1K 28,245
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Insect of the month

Hairy-tailed Resin Bees (Genus Gronoceras), photographed in the icipe Duduville Campus,
Nairobi, by Dr Subramanian Sevgan
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Photo of the month

We kicked off 2026 with the icipe Jan-Buzz challenge, which included a crossword and a maths
puzzle. Pictured, the worthy winners (I-r) Caeser Elvis (Research Assistant), Evalyne Ndotono
(PhD scholar) and Kivivya Bonface (Research Assistant). Should you wish to attempt the
challenge just for fun, here are the links: Crossword adventure and Maths Puzzle

For more information contact: icipe@icipe.org
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