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On 31 March 2026, Prof. Haruna Musa (centre), Vice Chancellor, Bayero University,
Nigeria, accompanied by Prof. Amina Mustafa (second right), Deputy Vice Chancellor,
paid a courtesy call to icipe. The University, through its Centre for Dryland Agriculture
(CDA), is an African Host University of the icipe-managed Regional Scholarship and
Innovation Fund (Rsif). Read more
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On 25 March 2026, Prof. Patrick Okori (right), Executive Secretary, Regional Universities
Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM), visited icipe in the context of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), signed recently with the Centre. He is pictured
with icipe Director General, Dr Abdou Tenkouano (left).
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On 24 March 2026, Dr Juan Lucas Restrepo (third left), Director General, Alliance of
Bioversity International and the International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), paid a
courtesy call to icipe. He was accompanied by Dr Wanjiru Kamau-Rutenberg (3rd right),
Africa Managing Director, and Ms Oumou Doumbouya (second left), Resource
Mobilization & Partnerships Officer — Africa Region.

The visitors are pictured with the icipe team including: Dr Tenkouano (centre); Ms Caroline
Oyula, Chief Legal Officer (extreme left); Ms Veronica Waiyaki (second right), Director, Human
Resources and Protocol; and Dr Thomas Dubois (extreme right), Director, Impact Delivery.
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Between 23 and 26 March 2026, the partners of the_Building_Equitable Climate-Resilient
African Bean and Insect Sectors (BRAINS) project, funded by Global Affairs
Canada convened in Arusha, Tanzania, to review progress. Read more

On 18 March 2026, Dr Debisi Araba, Managing Director, AKADEMIYA2063, visited

icipe for discussions on promoting research excellence, policy engagement and capacity
development in Africa. He is pictured with icipe colleagues (I-r): Dr Dubois; Dr Everlyn
Nguku, Head, Integrated Capacity Building Platform; Dr Tobias Landmann, Interim Head,
Integrated Data and Analytics Platform (IDAP); and Dr Julius Ecuru, Manager, Biolnnovate
Africa. Read more

From 17 — 20 March 2026, icipe, in collaboration with the Secretariat of the Basel,
Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions, convened a Regional Workshop on
‘Strengthening National Reporting in Africa, under the Basel and Stockholm Conventions.
The event brought together 46 participants from 25 countries across Africa and Europe.
Read more
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On 17 March 2026, we had the utmost honour of welcoming Honourable Randeep Sarai,
Canadian Secretary of State for International Development, to our Duduville Campus. The
delegation included H.E Joshua Tabah, Canadian High Commissioner to Kenya; and
Sophie Price, Head of Cooperation. The visit was in the context of the BRAINS project.
Read more

Between 16—18 March 2026, Laure Kaiser and Taiadjana Fortuna of the Evolution,
Génomique, Comportement & Ecologie Laboratory (EGCE), at Paris-Saclay University,
France, visited icipe under a joint Kenya—France initiative that aims to develop a biological
control strategy using Cotesia typhae, a wasp from Kenya, against the maize stem

borer Sesamia nonagrioides. Read more

On 5 March 2026, icipe welcomed more than 70 delegates who had been participating in
the 21st Roll Back Malaria Vector Control Working Group (VCWG) Workshop, held in
Nairobi between 3-5 March 2026. icipe has a long history of involvement in the VCWG.
Read more

On 2 March 2026, we kicked off celebrations of the International Women’s Day (marked
globally on 8 March), through a joint event with the International Livestock Research
Institute (ILRI), CGIAR Gender Accelerator, CIFOR-ICRAF, and theAfrican Women in
Agricultural Research and Development (AWARD). The event was aligned to the UN
International Year of the Woman Farmer (2026). Read more | Watch videos |
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In a recently published study, icipe research shows the potential of clove (Syzygium
aromaticum) in controlling Drosophilla suzukii, a major pest of berries and other fruits. Our
findings indicate that the spice produces compounds that repel and deter the pest from
laying eggs on crops. Read more
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Recently Funded

Donor: Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL)

Project: Long-term Farming Systems Comparison in the Tropics (SysCom) - What is the
contribution of organic farming to sustainable development? — PHASE V (2026)

icipe staff: Edward Karanja

Donor: JRS Biodiversity Foundation

Project: Conserving African stingless bees: strengthening bioecology, indigenous
knowledge, and sustainable utilization (CASBA)

icipe staff: Kiatoko Nkoba, Beatrice Nganso, Ayuka Teboh

Donor: MasterCard Foundation through the International Livestock Research Institute
(ILRI)

Project: Co-creation of the proposal: Unlocking Youth Potential in Africa’s Animal Feed
Sector

icipe staff: Everlyn Nguku and Chrys Tanga

Donor: European Food Safety Authority through Ghent University (UGent)

Project: Thermal ecology and reproductive metrics of Thaumatoftibia leucotreta in East
Africa for enhanced risk and climate suitability assessments (THERMAFRICA)

icipe staff: Samira Mohamed and Abdelmutalab Azrag
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Publicity - February 2026

Online media Social Media Linkedin
Mentions: 32 Mentions: 343 impressions:
Views: 132K Views: 29.6K 122,778
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Photo of the month

We join our partner, IKEA Foundation, in
celebrating their founder, Ingvar Kamprad,
on what would have been his 100th
birthday. Read more

For more information contact: icipe@icipe.org
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