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OBJECTIVE

The current climatic changes have To investigate the impact of the invasive Neotropical weed Parthenium
hysterophorus, and its toxins, on the survival and energy reserves of the

led to a host of negative impacts on | _
malaria vector Anopheles gambiae

'~ human health, including the emergence
~and resurgence of infectious diseases and
the spread of invasive weeds. Parthenium RESULTS
- hysterophorus, which is native to the tropics
- : . of North and South America, is one such
iInvasive weed that has invaded many regions in East Africa, including Survival Functions

An. gambiae thrives on intact P. hysterophorus

malaria endemic areas. Allelopathic properties and high biotic potential NP
favour the spread of this weed. The plant exhibits toxic effects on o7 — | Glucose
livestock and humans, and reduces crop yield and pastoral land. 1 = hysterophorus
However, the plant’s indirect impact on human health, and interactions 0.8 ; L — 3 pllosa
with disease-transmitting vectors, remains explored. We present the first o — =
evidence of the potential involvement of invasive plant species in the S ; S
spread of arthropod-borne infectious diseases. 57
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