
 

 

 
7 – 13 December 2020 

icipe wins Food Planet Prize 
icipe’s Insects For Food, Feed and Other Uses (INSEFF) program is among the winners of the 
prestigious 2020 Food Planet Prize. The USD 1 million Curt Bergfors Foundation Food Planet Prize is 
the largest of its kind globally, and was awarded in recognition of the Centre’s ground-breaking research 
on the use of insects as a protein source. icipe will share 
the prize with Sanergy, a Kenya/United States-based 
organisation, having been picked from about 650 global 
nominations. Congratuloatory messages have been 
flowing in on social media. 

 
Announcement from Food Planet Prize: 
https://foodplanetprize.org/entry/prizewinner-icipe-inseff/  
https://foodplanetprize.org/nominations/ 
  
Food Planet finalist announcement: 
https://foodplanetprize.org/entry/finalist-icipe-inseff/ 
 
Press release from icipe: 
http://www.icipe.org/news/icipe-wins-food-planet-prize  
 
Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSVyYz-9QfQ  

  
Tuta absoluta 
icipe has released a parasitic wasp that will naturally control the invasive and highly destructive Tuta 
absoluta. The wasp released in Kirinyaga County, Kenya, was imported from Peru, the native home of 
the pest, and this is the first time it is being introduced outside its origin. 
https://www.bignewsnetwork.com/news/267227703/scientists-deploy-wasps-to-control-devastating-
tomato-pest-in-africa  
https://www.farmersreviewafrica.com/total-control-of-tuta-absoluta/  
http://news.agropages.com/News/print-37448.htm  
https://www.hortidaily.com/article/9276950/scientists-deploy-wasps-to-control-tuta-absoluta-in-africa/  
https://africa.cgtn.com/2020/12/12/scientists-deploy-wasps-to-control-devastating-tomato-pest-in-africa/  
http://www.china.org.cn/world/Off_the_Wire/2020-12/12/content_77004285.htm  
https://www.farmtech-africa.com/scientists-deploy-wasps-to-control-devastating-tomato-pest-in-africa/  
 
Spanish 
http://spanish.china.org.cn/txt/2020-12/12/content_77004818.htm  
http://spanish.xinhuanet.com/2020-12/12/c_139582938.htm  
https://www.panamaon.com/noticias/tecnologia/84665-cientificos-recurren-a-avispas-para-controlar-
plaga-de-tomate-en-africa.html  
 
Russian 
https://www.nachedeu.com/%d1%83%d1%87%d0%b5%d0%bd%d1%8b%d0%b5-
%d0%b8%d1%81%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bb%d1%8c%d0%b7%d1%83%d1%8e%d1%82-
%d0%be%d1%81-%d0%b4%d0%bb%d1%8f-%d0%b1%d0%be%d1%80%d1%8c%d0%b1%d1%8b-
%d1%81-%d0%b2%d1%80%d0%b5%d0%b4/  

 
Malaria research 
Dr Jeremy Herren was recently interviewed on Al Jazeera on the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
efforts to stop malaria. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbBdjntKX3w  
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Push-pull technology 
Climate-smart push-pull is one of the sustainable methods to boost food security while tackling 
environmental crises. 
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-03445-4  
 
German 
https://mykplan.site/news/naturliche-losungen-fur-die-landwirtschaftliche-produktivitat/  
 

Locusts 
A specific locust pheromone identified by icipe researchers, and which can be used against young 
locusts, is one of the environmentally friendly ways to keep the aggressive pests at bay. 
http://www.nagalandpost.com/what-will-we-do-when-the-locusts-come-again/226155.html  

 
BioInnovate Africa Programme 
BioInnovate have produced their e-newsletter, Issue 8, #December2020. Please click here to read it: 
ow.ly/oOmF50CIBHt  
 

Regional Scholarship and Innovation Fund (RSIF) 
The RSIF weekly newsletter is also out. Please click here to read it: 
https://mailchi.mp/icipe/rsif-weekly-vol1-28  
 

Social media 
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