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DRP honoured 
Dr Sunday Ekesi, icipe’s Director of Research and Partnerships, has 
been elected a Fellow of the Entomological Society of America. The 
election acknowledges outstanding contribution to entomology. 
https://www.entsoc.org/ten-entomologists-honored-2021-fellows-
entomological-society-america  

 
Malaria research 
icipe researchers have found that Parthenium hysterophorus, 
popularly known as ‘famine weed’, creates a favourable breeding 
ground for female mosquitoes that transmit malaria. The roots of the plant release chemicals called 
terpene, which have a ‘distinct blend of mosquito-attractive fragrances’. Read the full paper published in 
Scientific Reports here. 

▪ https://phys.org/news/2021-08-invasive-weed-fuel-malaria-transmission.html  
▪ https://news.knowledia.com/ZA/en/articles/east-africa-invasive-weed-could-fuel-malaria-

transmission-72f7eb9797716e2bfea7a58c342281ef4e99bc15  
▪ https://allafrica.com/stories/202108060563.html  
▪ https://news.knowledia.com/ZA/en/articles/ethiopia-emphasis-on-controlling-a-public-health-

threat-malaria-8ed81893bbf7750935d8fa3fd0e1b514b794f592  
▪ https://abujarock.com/ethiopia-emphasis-on-controlling-a-public-health-threat-malaria/  
▪ https://stormilaser.com/invasive-famine-weed-could-escalate-the-spread-of-malaria/  

 
Another breakthrough that could boost the fight against malaria is the discovery that a microbe that 
blocks transmission of the disease from mosquitoes to people can be transmitted sexually between 
mosquitoes. A previous study had found that the microbe, Microsporidia MB, is passed from mother 
mosquitoes to their offspring.  Read the full paper in Frontiers in Microbiology here. 
https://nation.africa/kenya/news/scientists-identify-organisms-in-mosquitoes-that-can-help-fight-malaria-
3495788 
 

Insects for Food, Feed and Other Uses Programme 
icipe, in collaboration with partners such as Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology 
(JKUAT) and Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research Institute (KMFRI), is spearheading the development 
of insect-based protein-rich feeds that boost fish growth and improve the profitability of fish farms. 
▪ https://allafrica.com/stories/202108060718.html 
▪ https://www.eastafricatoday.com/kenya-why-kcsap-wants-more-kenyans-to-consider-fish-farming/  
 
Video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ienO_VytHy4  
 
In addition, in a move that will benefit insect farmers, the Kenya Bureau of Standards (KEBS) has 
approved new standards to support the development of insect-derived protein products for human 
consumption. 
https://idrc.ca/en/news/new-standards-kenya-open-doors-commercial-insect-farming-
ventures?utm_source=IDRC+Bulletin+Subscribers&utm_campaign=0013a45d7c-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_10_9_2020_10_10_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a90993c39e-
0013a45d7c-89985867  
 

African Fruit Fly Programme 
The Centre is working with Malawi’s Department of Agriculture Research Services to train farmers on 
biological ways to contain the Bactrocera dorsalis fly, which is threatening vital mango exports. 
https://times.mw/in-malawi-the-battle-to-save-
mangoes/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=in-malawi-the-battle-to-save-mangoes 
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Please like and follow our social media pages: 
Facebook: @icipe.insects  
Twitter: @icipe  
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/icipe  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/icipe/  

https://www.facebook.com/icipe.insects?notif_id=1617010801814045&notif_t=page_tag&ref=notif
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