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Bee research 
The unregulated use of synthetic pesticides and burning of trees for firewood has led to declining bee 
populations in parts of Kenya, such as Baringo County. This has affected crop and honey production, as 
well as farmers’ incomes. 

▪ https://nation.africa/kenya/news/where-have-all-the-bees-gone-farmers-rue-abandoned-hives-
3618790  

▪ https://www.kenya24news.com/kenya/where-have-all-the-bees-gone-farmers-rue-abandoned-
hives/202441-news  

 

Locust control 
Ms Emily Kimathi (Geospatial Research Officer) took part in a panel discussion during the Desert Locust 
session of the Global Landscape Forum Climate Conference, a COP26 side event. The session was 
titled ‘Interconnectedness between the Ongoing Desert Locust Crisis 2019-2021+ and the Climate 
Crisis’. 
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/climate-change-locust-infestations-fao-seeks-
adaptation-plans-at-cop26-event-80154  
 
Video 

▪ https://youtu.be/ESlp4bWfsrA – Full video (Emily speaks at minute 26) 
▪ https://enb.iisd.org/tmg-desert-locust-crisis-climate-change – Highlights 

 

Bioeconomy conference 
BioInnovate Africa Programme hosted the 2nd Eastern Africa Bioeconomy Conference on 10th and 11th 
November, 2021, under the theme ‘Building a Sustainable and Resilient African Bioeconomy’. The 
conference, Africa’s largest convention on bioeconomy, was attended by government officials, scientists, 
entrepreneurs, investors and civil society actors. 
https://www.eac.int/press-releases/2265-africa-s-largest-convening-on-bioeconomy  
   

Insect-based feeds 
The feeds developed by icipe’s Insects for Food, Feed and Other Uses (INSFEED) Programme contain 
high levels of protein, fat, minerals, and amino acids, and offer a suitable, nutritious substitute to 
commercial feed protein sources. Farmers and entrepreneurs have also been successfully trained on 
feed production. 

▪ https://www.tuko.co.ke/business-economy/432855-kenyan-project-pushes-use-insects-animal-
feed-rising-costs/ 

▪ https://nation.africa/kenya/business/seeds-of-gold/the-high-flying-black-soldier-flies-
enterpreneur-3609444  

▪ https://www.kbc.co.ke/kenyan-entreprenuers-insects-feeds/  
▪ https://jamboafrica.co.ke/kenyan-entrepreneurs-find-fortunes-in-insect-feeds/  

 

Push-pull technology 
Mr Dickens Nyagol (Research Assistant) spoke about Upscaling the benefits of Push-pull technology for 
sustainable agricultural intensification on a Radio Ramogi FM talk show. This was done in Luo language. 
(Listen to the recording here.) 
Mr. Esmail Kidiavai (Push-pull farmer and former icipe technician) spoke on the same subject in Maragoli 
language on Vuuka FM. 

 
Organic farming 
icipe is one of the organisations that undertakes research and training in sustainable pest management, 
helping to improve agriculture and food security in the tropics. 

▪ https://www.dailynews.co.tz/news/2021-11-0161800bfc0362c.aspx  
▪ https://www.dailynews.co.tz/news/2021-11-01617fdfce9682c.aspx  
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Partnerships 
icipe scientists will be part of a global multi-institutional team led by Pennsylvania State university  
collaborating on novel approaches to monitor, predict and combat current and emerging threats to crops. 
The team will focus its efforts in West Africa, East/Southern Africa, South/Southeast Asia and Central 
America. 
https://www.seedtoday.com/article/253114/penn-state-awarded-nearly-39-million-for-global-research-on-
threats-to-crops  
 
Experts from the Centre were also part of a field scoping exercise conducted in Kirinyaga County, 
Kenya, to determine threats to rice production and how to control those threats. 
https://www.cabi.org/news-article/spread-of-highly-invasive-apple-snail-leads-to-rise-in-production-costs-
for-rice-farmers/  
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Please like and follow our social media pages: 
Facebook: @icipe.insects  
Twitter: @icipe  
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/icipe  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/icipe/  

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/icipe.insects?notif_id=1617010801814045&notif_t=page_tag&ref=notif
https://www.youtube.com/user/icipe
https://www.linkedin.com/company/icipe/

