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Fall armyworm 
icipe is working with with national and international partners toward the development of sustainable 
strategies to manage the invasive Fall armyworm (FAW), including the mass release of indigenous 
natural enemies (wasps), maize-legume intercropping and biopesticides. To this end, researchers at the 
Centre have identified three native parasitoid species in Africa – namely Telenomus remus, 
Trichogramma chilonis and Cotesia icipe – and have recorded promising results after mass releasing 
them into farms with FAW in Kenya. 

▪ https://www.allaboutfeed.net/animal-feed/raw-materials/combatting-the-fall-armyworm-in-africa-
with-wasps/   

▪ https://www.ippmedia.com/en/features/three-natural-enemies-found-%E2%80%98beat-fall-
armyworm%E2%80%99 

 
Video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAjtIVK4i5Q&t=1s 
 
French 
https://fr.allafrica.com/stories/202104060452.html  
 

Locusts 
icipe continues to advocate the use of eco-friendly methods of controlling locust swarms to prevent 
adverse effects on the environment, human health and food security even while battling the pest. 

▪ https://www.msn.com/en-xl/africa/africa-top-stories/a-locust-plague-hit-east-africa-the-pesticide-
solution-may-have-dire-consequences/ar-BB1fgsKx?li=BBKxOg5  

▪ https://thewestsidegazette.com/locust-swarms-destroy-crops-threaten-livelihoods-in-kenya/  
 

Fruitflies 
Mango farmers in Zimbabwe are using integrated pest management strategies from icipe to prevent yield 
losses caused by Bactrocera dorsalis. The IPM package includes the use of biopesticides and natural 
enemies of crop pests. 

▪ https://www.ipsnews.net/2021/02/natural-enemies-how-mango-farmers-are-tackling-an-invasive-
fruit-fly-pest/  

▪ https://africa.com/natural-enemies-how-mango-farmers-are-tackling-an-invasive-fruit-fly-pest/  
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Please like and follow our social media pages: 
Facebook: @icipe.insects  
Twitter: @icipe  
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/icipe  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/icipe/  

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/icipe.insects?notif_id=1617010801814045&notif_t=page_tag&ref=notif
https://www.youtube.com/user/icipe
https://www.linkedin.com/company/icipe/


 

Quarter 1 Media Report 
 
Between 1 January and 31 March 2021, icipe had 179 mentions in media articles, an increase of 25% 
from the previous period. The potential reach of this coverage was 840 million people; an increase of 
150%. 
On social media, the Centre had 1,600 mentions with a potential reach of 9.9 million people. Most of 
these mentions were on Twitter (1,300). 
The Advertising Value Equivalency (AVE) of this coverage was USD 21 million for editorial mentions and 
USD 999,000 for social media. 
 

The most popular articles were on food security and agricultural development, locust control, and Fall 
armyworm control.  
On social media, the top Tweets were on the icipe and Boris Mints Institute’s celebration of the 2020 
Food Planet Prize winners, which included a webinar in which the DG was one of the panelists. 
‘Breakthrough in Fall armyworm control’ was also a popular topic. 

 
‘Springer’, ‘AllAfrica.com’, and ‘Modern Ghana’ accounted  for 30% of the editorial mentions among the 
25 highest  publications. The most common keyphrases were ‘farmers’, ‘ícipe’ and ‘pesticides’. These 
three accounted for 13% of the mentions across the top 25 publications. On social media, the common 
keyphrases were ‘application’, ‘project’ and ‘interconnected world’. The wordclouds below shows the 
other keyphrases.  
 
Editorial keyphrases      Social media keyphrase 



 

icipe was mentioned in 30 countries during this period, with most of the editorial and social media 
mentions being in the United States, Switzerland, Mainland China, the United Kingdom and South Africa, 
in that order. 

 
 


