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Malaria research 
icipe has been awarded a USD 2.2 million grant by Open Philanthropy following the discovery by 
scientists at the Centre that a microbe named Microsporidia MB found in mosquitoes is capable of 
blocking transmission of malaria to human beings. The funds will be used to investigate how the microbe 
can be spread between mosquitoes, with the goal of using the naturally occurring Microsporidia MB for 
effective and sustainable malaria control. You can read more about this on the icipe website here. 
https://www.goodventures.org/our-portfolio/grants/icipe-malaria-prevention  
 
Insects for Food, Feed and Other Uses 
icipe scientists were part of the technical committee that worked on three standards (KS 2921, KS 2922-
1 and KS 2922-2) on edible insects for food approved by the Kenya National Bureau of Standards as 
national standards through Kenya Gazette Notice No. 10268 (page 4884 on the link below) dated 4 
December 2020. 
file:///Users/tmwenda/Downloads/Vol.CXXII-No_.215_.pdf  

Integrated Pest Management 
icipe supports calls to stringently regulate the use of synthetic pesticides, thus protecting insect species 
that are key to food production. 
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/farmkenya/research/article/2001396191/destruction-of-insects-hurts-
food-production-report  

ARPPIS scholarships 
The call for applications for the African Regional Postgraduate Programme in Insect Sciences (ARPPIS) 
PhD scholarships offered in partnership with the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) In-
Country/In-Region PhD Scholarships Programme and African university partners is open until December 
22, 2020. Details are available on the icipe website here. 
https://www.opportunitiesforafricans.com/arppis-daad-phd-scholarships-2021/  
 
Solar project 
icipe is among large power consumers in Kenya who have installed solar power plants to reduce costs 
and improve efficiency. To keep up with the renewable energy trend, Kenya Power has also unveiled a 
solar programme aimed at connecting 270,000 households to power.  
https://www.tuko.co.ke/395377-kenya-power-switches-solar-energy-partner-companies-connect-
electrified-households.html  
https://www.tuko.co.ke/394523-blow-kenya-power-total-kenyas-100-stations-switch-solar-energy.html  
https://www.eqmagpro.com/is-kenya-power-blocking-solar-use-to-aid-its-ailing-business/  
https://allafrica.com/stories/202011300380.html  
 
Video 
Dr. Menale Kassie (Principal Scientist 
and Head of the Social Sciences and 
Impact Assessment Unit) gave the 
keynote speech on the second day of 
the Environment for Development (EfD) 
Annual Meeting 2020. This meeting is 
the largest annual conference in the 
Global South on the application of 
environmental economics to 
development. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4NVteHSGjw  



 

Social media 
 
 
  
 
  
  
 


