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Diaphorina citri, an insect responsible for transmitting a bacterium that causes Citrus Greening
Disease, is spreading in Africa, and posing a threat to the citrus industry. icipe scientists are
researching preventive measures to protect crops from the pest, and have published a paper on the
diversity of the population of the psyllid. You can read the paper here.

= https://www.thecitizen.co.tz/news/Citrus-industry-under-threat-in-East-Africa/1840340-560957 8-

122aystz/index.html
= https://taarifa.rw/chinese-insect-eating-citrus-plants-invades-east-africa/
= https://www.farmingbd.com/citrus-industry-under-threat-in-east-africa/

icipe’s Director General, Dr Segenet Kelemu, will be featured in BIO Africa’s Women in Leadership
discussion to celebrate women’s month. The session is part of the the BIO Africa Convention taking
place digitally on August 24-26, 2020. This Convention is an international event that provides a
platform to showcase bio-innovations and create an enabling environment for commercialization of
African innovations.
= https://mg.co.za/special-reports/2020-08-14-bio-africa-is-set-to-launch-its-2020-bio-africa-
convention-digitally-this-year/
= https://newstwenty.review/bio-africa-is-set-to-launch-its-2020-bio-africa-convention-digitally-this-
year/

Scientists have identified a molecule that may cause locusts to swarm. The study found that all the
locusts examined were attracted to a pheromone known as 4-
vinylanisole, or 4VA. Prof Baldwyn Torto was interviewed on the
implications of this discovery.
= https://grist.org/food/locust-swarms-middle-east-africa-south-asia/
= https://www.sciencenews.org/article/locust-swarms-pheromones-
pest-control
= https://www.axios.com/locusts-swarm-scent-pests-afcf2e0d-
1c02-4e63-8461-138da207506¢.html
= http://www.envirolink.org/2020/08/12/whats-that-smell-scientists-
discover-what-makes-locusts-swarm/
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Neonicotinoid insecticide risks

Prof Torto was also interviewed about collaborative efforts to address the risks posed by neonicotinoid
insecticides in Africa. He is part of a team of experts working on policy recommendations aimed at
reducing the effects of neonics on agriculture and the ecosystem.
= http://intranet.icipe.org:8000/intranet/images/stories/communication/news/Nature-Sustainability-
Norton-and-Torto.pdf
= https://www.nature.com/articles/s41893-020-0571-0

Agriculture

Afrika Okello, an MSc student under the Insects for Food and Feed Programme, wrote an article on
agricultural opportunities during the Covid-19 pandemic.
https://www.nation.co.ke/kenya/blogs-opinion/opinion/covid-19-chance-for-development-of-rural-areas-
1915392
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Danke! Bahnbrechende Forschungsergebnisse zu
Pheromonen bei Wanderheuschrecken wurden bereits
1996 von Wissenschaftlern aus #Kenia veroffentlicht am
@icipe . Offensichtlich gab es bisher aber kein
politisches Interesse, #Masstrapping mit Pheromonen
als Strategie zu verfogen.
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